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Dancers from the Texas-based troupe, Ballet Folklérico de San
Antonio, perform a traditional Latin dance. © Getty Images/
Donovan Reese
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Vitality of the World’s 6,700 Languages

Extinct

Critically Endangerad

-
-

- Definitely Endangerad

Vulnerable

- Not threatened

Severly Endangered

Vulnerable: most children speak the language, but it may be restricted to certain domains such
as the home

Definitely Endangered: children no longer learn the language as mother tongue in the home

Severely Endangered: the language is spoken by grandparents and older generations; while
the parent generation may understand it, they do not speak it to children or among themselves

Critically Endangered: the youngest speakers are grandparents and older, and they speak the
language partially and infrequently

Extinet: there are no speakers left

Courtesy of Erin Riggs
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http://www.unesco.org/culture/en/endangeredlanguages/atlas

U.S. Language Diversity

Close o 20% of the total U.S, popu n spaaks a lang usge

besides English, Of this group, language distribution i as follows

e g sla b el (Sl ) 4SS ;) L sala
http://www.mla.org/resources/map_main
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List of languages:
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Indian
n

i

FOWERED E SDDD ml f
Coogle fmm /

The designations employed and the presentation of maren'af.m this Atlas do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of
UNESCO concerning the legal status of any country, terntory, city or area or of its authonties, or concerming the delimitation of its frontiers or

boundaries.

| Xaise

Abaga
Achumawi
Ahtna

Aimol

Ainu (Hokkaido)
Aja

Aka

Akie

Akum

Akuntsu
Akuriyo

Alabat Island Agta
Alawa

Aleut (Eastern)
Aleut (Western,
Commander |slands)
Amahai

Amok

Anambé

Andoa (Peru)
Anfillo

Angku

Animere

Afiu

Anung (China)
Apiaka

Aputai

Agaw Gelao
Arabana

QermeerUse  Araki Y

© UNESCO Publishing
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A LIVING LEGAC

Many troditions shape
Amarican cultural [fs.

PRESERVING INTANGIBLE CULTURE
Smithsonian Folkways Recordings presarves music from every part of the world. Click balow to hear a handful of samples.

State Dept

S g ) gl ) ) ekl yid e Sl (g) g

Cook
http://www.folkways.si.edu/find_recordings/Cook.aspx

Dyer-Bennet
http.//folkways-beta.si.edu/listen2.
aspx?type=preview&trackid=48536

Fast Folk
http://www.folkways.si.edu/find_recordings/FastFolk.aspx

Monitor
http://www.folkways.si.edu/find_recordings/Monitor.aspx

M.O.R.E.
http://www.folkways.si.edu/find_recordings/MORE.aspx

Paredon
http://www.folkways.si.edu/find_recordings/Paredon.aspx

Smithsonian Folkways Recordings
http://www.folkways.si.edu/

Independent Record Labels, Collections and Albums
Mentioned in the Article

Lead Belly

http://www.folkways.si.edu/albumdetails.
aspx?itemid=2528

Science of Sound
http://www.folkways.si.edu/albumdetails.
aspx?itemid=1092

Narrations of Frederick Douglass’ Writings
http://www.folkways.si.edu/albumdetails.
aspx?itemid=1037

Collector
http://www.folkways.si.edu/find_recordings/Collector.aspx
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