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Earth@Day@QOOS

In the woru’s seas there is a thriving universe,

a delicate marine ecosystem teeming with fish and
[)[ooming cora[ structures. T}le reeﬁs serve as t[w “rain(orests” o(
the ocean, provicling food and shelter for many varieties of fish and
invertebrate species. The{r c[iversity and [Jeauty have been a source of
wonc{er to a“ who have seen t[ﬁem. But, through t}le years, cora[ ree[s
liave [’mcome clamagecl, over(islmcl, weatherecl, ancl po”utecL to the po{nt
tl‘lat immecliate action neec[s to L)e ta[«zn to Llea[ tkem. Tl‘lese are inter-

national treasures that with time and care can be restored and protecte&.

1 Egret

2 Emperor Angelfish
3 Manatee

4 Spotted Grouper

10 Spiny Puffer Fish

5 Blue Tang
Surgeonfish

11 Trigger Fish

12 Coral Lobster
6 French Grunt
13 Staghorn Coral
7 Feather Stars
14 Clarion Angelfish
8 Butterfly Fish
15 Blue Starfish
9 Turret Coral
16 Elkhorn Coral

17 Green Sea Turtle

Humans have certal’nly contributed to reel destruction through industrial run-off po“ution,
coast[{ne cleve]opment/ ancl over[islﬂng. Otl]er lractors, SLICI‘[ as }ﬁgHy var{aue seasons Wit}‘l severe
storms, cora[ [)[eaching clue to an increase in water temperature, earthqual@s/ and erupting vo[canoes
are responsible, too. & [n the Pacific regions, the coral-cating Crown of Thorns starfish plays a big
part in tlle re[ationsl‘nip Eetween tl"l@ reeys an(i the ten(‘ler cora[ po[yps tl‘nat it consumes. Tke natura[
enemy of this starfish is the beautiful triton, whose shells are over-collected. The triton popu[ation is
enc{angerec{ or [oca”y extinct in most areas of the Paci[ic, thus the eco[ogica[ balance is c‘lisruptec{
and the starfish are free to prey on the coral # The first International Year of the Reel was in
1997 and it proved to be very successtul Eleven years later there is still an urgent need to strengthen
awareness, improve understanding, and generate action to provide ellective management strategies

{-or saving the ree{-s o[i tLe wor[({. N




