








Courtesy of Indian Youth Climate Network

Indian environmental activists bring the climate change message to rural
areas in solar-powered caravans.

other countries, including the United Kingdom, China,
Australia, India, and other major emitting countries, were
there to strategize about how to make our governments
work together to solve
this global problem.

Two years ago,

I represented the
international youth
delegation to the U.N.
climate negotiations in
Bali, Indonesia. We had
all scraped together the
resources to travel to
this event, as we were desperate to be heard. Youth leaders
from countries all around the world met for the first
time. Whether we came from Kiribati, India, Australia,

or the United States, we were unified in what we wanted
from our leadership. We partnered with UNICEEF to tell
our stories, and every speaker was united in calling for a
fair, ambitious, and binding climate treaty to protect our
future.

Once again, world leaders are gathering to finally
forge a climate treaty. However, things will be different
this time around. Youth from the United States who
organized the Power Shift conference are working with
young people in the United Kingdom to hold their own
conference, while the Australian Youth Climate Coalition
had 3,000 participants at their Power Shift conference, in
Sydney, last fall. Indian youth who were in Bali launched
the Indian Youth Climate Network and worked with
colleges, Nobel Prize-winning scientists, and civil society
groups to bring messages of change and renewable energy

If you have ever talked to young people
from Kiribati or Bangladesh, who have
their whole future in front of them
and understand what the scientific
community has predicted from global
warming, it changes you forever.

to the countryside in solar-powered caravans.

If you have ever talked to young people from Kiribati
or Bangladesh, who have their whole future in front of
them and understand what the scientific community has
predicted from global warming, it changes you forever.
We are working to gather these stories and tell them to
the world. Tech-savvy youth from the developing world
are working with youth leaders in developing countries to
use Web sites, blogs, and new media to tell their stories.
We have helped launch sites like What's with the Climate?
Voices of a Subcontinent Grappling with Climate
Change [htip:/fwww.whatswiththeclimate.org] and Youth
Climate.org [http:/lyouthclimate.orgl. Young people from
the developed world are moved by how similar young
people are from the developing world and how we face a
common challenge.

The overwhelming election margin provided to
President Obama by young people fired up about global
warming has inspired a worldwide explosion of youth
climate activism. Youth
leaders in the United
States and abroad are
expecting great things
from new leadership in
the United States, but
they are also working to
change political reality at
home.

When world leaders
gather in Copenhagen, let’s hope that the representatives
of the United States are inspired by the bold leadership
of young Americans on global warming. I ask that those
world leaders look around them, as young people will be
there, watching, on the sidelines. However, don’t expect
them to stay there for long. If this political reality will not
assure us a livable world, be advised that nearly half the
wortld’s population will not allow an inconvenient political
situation to stand between us and our very survival. m

For more information, see the Global Campaign for
Climate Action [hp://tckickick.orgl; Fired Up Media
[bezp:/lfiredupmedia.com]; LinkTV: Earth Focus [hup://
www.linktv.orglearthfocus%5d’); Ics Getting Hot in Here
[http:/litsgettinghotinhere.org].

The opinions expressed. in this article do not necessarily reflect the views or
policies of the U.S. government.
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MULTILATERAL COOPERATION

Is the United Nations Up to the
Challenge?

Bo Kjellén

Seasoned diplomar Bo Kjellén brings his depth of experience
in environmental policy to this analysis of the role of the
United Nations in formulating and implementing climate
change policy. He joined Sweden’s Ministry of Environment as
chief negotiator in 1990, heading Swedish delegations in the
Rio process and climate negotiations until 2001. He has been
chairman of the Swedish Research Council on Environment,
Agricultural Sciences, and Spatial Planning (Formas) and

a visiting fellow ar the Tyndall Centre for Climate Change
Research, UEA, Norwich. He has received prestigious awards
for his diplomatic service, including the Elizabeth Haub
Prize for Environmental Diplomacy (1998) and the GEF
Global Environment Leadership Award (1999).

Courtesy of lISD/Markus Staas

Bo Kjellén

Imost 20 years ago, in February 1991, the
Anegotiations for the United Nations Framework

Convention on Climate Change started in
Chantilly, Virginia, outside Washington, D.C. This was
the beginning of a long series of climate negotiations
within the U.N. framework, based on the scientific
findings of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC). The importance of this scientific
contribution was recognized in 2007, when IPCC was
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize.

From the beginning, the United States and member
states of the European Union had provided a cooperative
leadership, both scientifically and politically. However,
when the United States decided not to ratify the Kyoto
Protocol in 2001, European Union leadership became
decisive in finally putting into force the protocol in 2005.
And now the Obama administration has returned the
United States to an active role in the negotiations, giving
new energy to the process.

We have learned a lot during the decades of
negotiation within the United Nations. Climate has
moved from being an issue for scientists, experts, and
nongovernmental organizations into the permanent
agenda of summit meetings of world leaders. And now, in
the face of scientific evidence that indicates overwhelming
proof of the dangers of human impact on the global
climate system, the urgency of reducing the emissions of
greenhouse gases is generally recognized.

However, we also realize that such global action is
difficult. Fossil fuels paved the way for the energy and
transport revolution that gave a decisive contribution to
living standards in the industrialized world. But a large
part of the planet’s population has not yet benefited
from these developments. It is not surprising that the
developing countries in the climate negotiations insist
on transfer of technology and increased financing for
adaptation and continued combat of poverty as a necessary
part of a climate deal.

The United Nations is the place where all these
different elements of international cooperation come
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U.N. Secretary General Ban Ki-moon visits the polar ice rim to see the
impact of climate change firsthand in June 2009, as part of his campaign for
a fair, effective agreement at the COP|5 in December.

together. It is the U.N. General Assembly that adopted
the Millennium Development Goals in 2000; it is the
United Nations that held the major conferences on the
environment in 1972, 1992, and 2002; and it is the
United Nations

that has hosted

all negotiating
processes on global
change: climate,
ozone, air pollution,
biological diversity,
desertification,
drought, and
regulation of toxic
chemicals.

But the question
has been raised if
the cumbersome U.N. procedures are good enough for
translating normative principles into effective action on
issues like climate change, with its need for concrete
measures and difficult societal effects directly influencing
lifestyles and economic structures. Can the U.N. system
really deliver?

The question needs to be raised. And it is quite clear
that other processes and institutions, such as the G8/G20,
the Major Economies Forum (MEF), the Organization
for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD),
or the various regional organizations, all have a role in
translating political will to action in their own nations,
and, jointly, with other nations around the world, into
common action. The climate negotiations have benefitted
greatly from the active presence of NGOs. Their advocacy

Climate has moved from being an issue for
scientists, experts, and nongovernmental
organizations into the permanent agenda
of summit meetings of world leaders. The

United Nations is the place where all
these different elements of international
cooperation come together.

and expertise have certainly impressed many of the
delegates.

But there is no substitute for the United Nations
when it comes to really global issues. And nothing is more
global than climate change: Emissions of greenhouse gases
from all countries accumulate in the common atmosphere.
At the same time, climate change is only part of a broader
process of accelerating change in natural systems caused by
human activities. The human species has now become so
numerous and our technological capacity so overwhelming
that common action is needed to counter the threats of
collapse of life-supporting natural systems. There is no
other planet to go to.

So the problem is really not to build another United
Nations. Instead we have to ask: How can the United
Nations be reformed to meet the requirements of today
and tomorrow? Some people would say that this is
unrealistic. So far U.N. reform has always stumbled on
political difficulties, such as those that met the proposals
of former Secretary-General Kofi Annan. Despite all the
difficulties, I trust
that the ongoing
climate negotiations
will demonstrate the
capacity of the United
Nations to provide an
efficient framework
for cooperative action
on global threats.

And I firmly believe
that there is scope for
more general reforms
aimed at linking

global political issues with economic and environmental
problems of a new character. I hope that the clearly stated
ambitions of President Obama with regard to multilateral
cooperation would also be instrumental in moving to
U.N. reform, perhaps in the direction of providing the
existing Trusteeship Council with a new agenda on

global survival issues, as proposed by the Commission

on Global Governance. We will also need more efficient
U.N. processes for facing climate-related and other natural
disasters. There is no time to lose. m

The opinions expressed in this article do not necessarily reflect the views or
policies of the U.S. government.
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Additional Resources

Articles, books, and Web sites on climate change issues

Articles

Brahic, Catherine, David L. Chandler, Michael Le
Page, Phil McKenna, and Fred Pearce. “The 7 Biggest
Myths about Climate Change.” New Scientist, vol. 194,
no. 2604 (May 19-May 25, 2007): pp. 34-42.
hitp:/fwww.newscientist.com/article/mg1 942604 1. 100-the-7 -
biggest-myths-about-climate-change. htmlefull=true

Chen, A. Anthony. “The Climate Studies Group Mona.”
Caribbean Quarterly, vol. 54, no. 3 (September 2008): pp.
85-91.

De Boer, Yvo. “Informal Ministerial Meeting: Bali Brunch
2009.” Washington, D.C., Address, April 26, 2009.
http:/funfecc.int/files/press/news_room/statements/application/
pafl090426_speech_balibrunch.pdf

Hasselmann, Klaus, and Terry Barker. “The Stern
Review and the IPCC Fourth Assessment Report:
Implications for Interaction Between Policymakers and
Climate Experts.” Climatic Change, vol. 89, nos. 3-4
(August 2008): pp. 219-229.
hitp:/fspringerlink.metapress.com/content/
1015464h31267t53/fulltext. pdf

Kraemer, R. Andreas. “What Price Energy
Transformation?” Survival, vol. 50, no. 3 (June/July
2008): pp. 11-18.

Luers, Amy Lynd. “How to Avoid Dangerous Climate
Change.” Catalyst, vol. 6, no. 2 (Fall 2007): pp. 1-5.
hitp:/fwww.ucsusa.orglpublications/catalyst/dangerous-
climate-change.html

Malhi, Y., others and Anderson, L. “Comprehensive
Assessment of Carbon Productivity, Allocation and Storage
in Three Amazonian Forests.” Global Change Biology, vol.
15, no. 5 (May 2009): pp. 1255-1274.

McKibben, Bill. “Think Again: Climate Change,” Foreign
Policy, no. 170 (January/February 2009): pp. 32-38.

Monastersky, Richard. “Climate Crunch: A Burden
beyond Bearing.” Nature, vol. 458, no. 7242 (April 30,
2009): pp. 1091-1094.

Nisbet, Matthew C. “Communicating Climate Change,”
Environment, vol. 51, no. 2 (March/April 2009): pp.
12-23.

Pan, Jiahua, et al. “Environmental Targets and Policies in
China: Effectiveness and Challenges.” Canadian Foreign
Policy, vol. 13, no. 2 (20006): pp. 133 (13 pages).

Pearce, Fred, and Michael Le Page. “The Decade after
Tomorrow,” New Scientist, vol. 199, no. 2669 (August
16-August 22, 2008): pp. 26-30.

Specter, Michael. “Big Foot.” The New Yorker, February
25, 2008.
hitp:/fwww.newyorker.com/reporting/2008/02/25/080225fa
Jact_specter

Swart, Rob, Lenny Bernstein, Minh Ha-Duong, and
Arthur Petersen. “Agreeing to Disagree: Uncertainty
Management in Assessing Climate Change, Impacts, and
Responses by the IPCC.” Climatic Change, vol. 92, nos.
1-2 (January 2009): pp. 1-29.
hitp:/fspringerlink.metapress.com/content/
t6m685262gp51k2v/fulltext.pdf

Wirth, Timothy E. “Climate Activism: The New
Opportunities of Climate Change.” The Field Museum,
Chicago, IL. Lecture, May 14, 2008.
hitp:/fwww.globalproblems-globalsolutions-files.

orglunf” website/ PDF/speeches/ClimateActivism_
TheNewOpportunitiesof ClimateChange
FieldMuseum51408.pdf

Books

Chen, A. Anthony, Dave D. Chadee, and Samuel C.
Rawlins, eds., Climate Change Impact on Dengue: The
Caribbean Experience, Climate Studies Group Mona,
University of the West Indies, 2006, ISBN976-41-0210-7.
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Christensen, John. Changing Climates: The Role of
Renewable Energy in a Carbon-Constrained World. Paris,
France: Renewable Energy Policy Network for the 21st
Century (REN21), 2006.

Diamond, Jared. Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or
Succeed. New York, NY: Penguin, 2005.

The Encyclopedia of Earth: Climate Change.
Washington, DC: National Council for Science and the
Environment, 2009.
http:/fwww.eoearth.orglbyltopic/climate%20change

Environmental Solutions Limited (ESL), 2008.
Development of a National Water Sector Adaptation Strategy
to Address Climate Change in Jamaica, prepared for
Mainstreaming Adaptation to Climate Change Project
c/o Caribbean Community Climate Change Centre
(CCCCQ), Belize.

www.metservice.gov.jm/Climate %20Change/Climate %20
Scenarios%20.../Jamaica%20Scenario %20Final_Sep10. doc

Evaluating Progress of the U.S. Climate Change Science
Program: Methods and Preliminary Results.
Washington, DC: National Academies Press, 2007.
hitp://books. nap.edulopenbook.php?isbn=0309108268

Friedman, Thomas. Hot, Flat, and Crowded. New York,
NY: Farrar, Strauss, and Giroux, 2008.

Gore, Albert. An Inconvenient Truth. Emmaus, PA: Rodale
Press, 2006.

IPCC, 2007: Summary for Policymakers. In Climate
Change 2007: The Physical Science Basis. Contribution of
Working Group 1 to the Fourth Assessment Report of the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change [Solomon, S.,
D. Qin, M. Manning, Z. Chen, M. Marquis, K.B. Averyt,
M.Tignor, and H.L. Miller, eds.]. Cambridge University
Press, Cambridge, United Kingdom, and New York, NY,
USA.

Mann, Michael, and Lee R. Kump. Dire Predictions:
Understanding Global Warming. The lllustrated Guide to the

Findings of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.
New York, NY: DK Publishing, Inc., 2008.

May, Elizabeth, and Zoé Caron. Global Warming for
Dummies. Mississauga, ON: J. Wiley & Sons Canada,
2009.

Our Changing Planet: The U.S. Climate Change
Science Program for Fiscal Year 2009. Washington, DC:
Climate Change Science Program, 2008.

hitp:/ldownloads. climatescience.gov/ocplocp2009/0cp2009. pef

Pachauri, Rajendra K. et al., eds. Climate Change 2007:
Synthesis Report, Summary for Policy Makers. Geneva,
Switzerland: Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change,
2007.

Pew Center on Global Climate Change. Climate Change
101: Understanding and Responding to Global Climate
Change. Arlington, VA: Pew Center on Global Climate
Change, 2009.

hitp:/fwww.pewclimate. orgldoc Uploads/Climate101-
Complete-Jan09.pdf

Repetto, Robert. Climate Policy and Economic
Revitalization. Washington, DC: Climate Policy Center,
2008.

hitp:/fwww. cleanair-coolplanet.org/cpc/documents/repetto_

report.pdf

Spencer, Roy W. Climate Confusion. New York, NY:
Encounter Books, 2008.

Stern, Nicholas. A Blueprint for a Safer Planet: How to
Manage Climate Change and Create a New Era of Progress
and Prosperity. New York: Random House, 2009.

Understanding and Responding to Climate Change.

Washington, DC: National Academy of Sciences, 2008.
hitp:/ldels.nas.eduldels/rpt_briefs/climate_change_2008_final.

paf
Web Sites

Academic

National Center for Atmospheric Research: Climate
hitp:/fwww.ncar.ucar.edulresearch/climate/
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The World Bank World Development Indicators
Database, 1 July 2009. Gross domestic product (2008).
hitp:/fsiteresources.worldbank.org/ DATASTATISTICS/
Resources/GDPpdf

Yale University: School of Forestry and Environmental
Studies: Project on Climate Change
hitp:/lresearch.yale.edu/environment/climate/

Government

U.S. Department of Commerce: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration: Climate
hitp:/fwww.noaa.gov/climate. html

U.S. Department of Energy: Climate Change
hitp:/fwww.energy.govlenvironment/climatechange. htm

U.S. Department of State: Bureau of Oceans and
International Environmental and Scientific Affairs:
Climate Change

hitp:/fwwuw.state.gov/gloes/climate/

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: Climate Change
hitp:/fwww.epa.gov/climatechange/

International

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
hitp:/fwww.ipee.ch/

Kombikraftwerk
http:/fwww. kombikraftwerk.delindex.phplid=27

U.S.-E.U. Strategy Dialogue on Energy Transformation
hitp:/fwww.energy-transformation.org

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change
hitp:/funfece.int/

Organizations
Ecologic Institute

www. ecologic.eu<http:/fwww.ecologic.en>; www. ecologic-
institute.us< htip:// www. ecologic-institute.us>

Pew Center on Global Climate Change
hitp:/fwww.pewclimate.org/

Resources for the Future: Climate Change
hitp:/fwww.rfl-orglresearch_topics/pages/climate_change.aspx

Sixth Compilation and Synthesis of Initial National
Communications From Parties not Included in Annex I to
the Convention
hitp:/funfcce.int/resourceldocs/2005/5sbifeng/18a02. pdf

For Students

Climate Change: The Threat to Life and a New Energy
Future
hitp:/fwww.amnh.orglexhibitions/climatechange/

Climate Classroom — From the National Wildlife
Federation
hitp:/fwww.nwf-org/climateclassroom/

Fired Up Media
hitp://firedupmedia.com/

Global Campaign for Climate Action
hitp:/lgc-ca.org/

Hot Politics
hitp:/fwww.pbs.orglwgbhlpages/frontline/hotpolitics/

It's Getting Hot in Here Blog
hitp:/litsgettinghotinbere.org/

LinkTV: Earth Focus
hitp:/fwww. linktv.orglearthfocus

Real Climate: Climate Science From Climate Scientists
hitp:/fwww.realclimate.org/

U.N. Environmental Programme: Seal the Deal! — Youth
Action on Climate Change
hitp:/fwww.sealthedeal2009.0rg/

The U.S. Department of State assumes no responsibility for the content and
availability of the resources from other agencies and organizations listed
above. All Internet links were active as of September 2009.
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