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THE LEGISLATIVE PROCESS

Vote by subcommittee —— Vote by full committee
- If passed by full committee, bill "
is refererred to the full chamber
President
If passed in identical "
form by other chamber, " > If the President signs the bill "
bill is presented to the" or takes no action while "
President Congress is in session, the "
bill becomes law
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A bill is introduced and assigned to
committee

Full chamber

Committee and subcommittee

Committee and subcommittee
hearings and markup

—-

|

—|

Vote by full chamber

- Debate and amendments "
\ by full chamber

Full Congress

N\

If passed by full chamber, bill is
referred to other chamber

—

|

If passed in different form by other chamber, bill goes to
conference committee, which negotiates differences
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Additional Resources

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

The White House
http://www.whitehouse.gov

Click on “Your Government” for a general
overview of the structure of the federal gov-
ernment and links to the websites of execu-
tive departments and agency and to other
branches of government.

USinfo
http://usinfo.state.gov

Thomas

http://thomas.loc.gov/

“Thomas” is a service of the Library of Con-
gress, and is an official source of legislative
information. It contains links to congressional
calendars, vote records, legislation (both
proposed and passed), and other useful
legislative information.

FirstGov.gov

http://www.firstgov.gov

FirstGov is the U.S. Government’s official In-
ternet portal for information about government
benefits, services, and information. FirstGov
also provides links to the websites of state, lo-
cal and tribal governments.

STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT
National Conference of State
Legislatures (NCSL)

http://www.ncsl.org/

Provides current information about the struc-
ture and activities of state legislatures. Click
on “Legislatures” and “Websites” for links to
individual states’ legislature websites, state
constitutions, and legislation.

National Association of Counties (NACo)
http://www.naco.org/

Contains general information about the
structure and responsibilities of county gov-

ernments. Also provides extensive databas-
es with demographic and economic statistics
for individual counties.

PUBLIC POLICY RESEARCH
ORGANIZATIONS

Private-sector “think tanks” are often the
birthplace of new ideas and innovation in the
public policy arena. Their scholars conduct
original research and review the philosophi-
cal, economic, social, cultural and political
implications of public policies. The following
are the websites of some influential think
tanks representing a cross-section of the
political spectrum:

Brookings Institution
http://www.brookings.org

The Heritage Foundation
http://www.heritage.org

American Enterprise Institute
http://www.aei.org

The Cato Institute
http://www.cato.org

The Urban Institute
http://www.urbaninstitute.org

C-SPAN

http://www.c-span.org/

C-SPAN is a service of the cable televi-
sion industry and provides live television
coverage of the proceedings of the U.S.
House of Representatives, the U.S. Sen-
ate, and other forums where public policy is
debated or discussed. The C-SPAN website
provides current and archived news and
information about politics, public policy and
governmental actions.
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